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A Place To Belong 

Jelle Koersen 

 The English as a Second 
Language (ESL) program at the 
Scarborough satellite location start-
ed in 2002, when Rita Wong, the 
Chinese counsellor and program 
coordinator, saw a need for emo-
tional support for the immigrant 
Chinese community in Scar-
borough. Though The Lighthouse is 
located in downtown Toronto, the 
ESL program takes place in Scar-
borough at Calvary Logos Baptist 
Church because this area has a 
large Chinese immigrant communi-
ty.  
 
 The ESL program offers an 
atmosphere where friendships can 
develop, and it is a place where 
newcomers to Canada can share 
their culture while engaging with 
others from similar backgrounds. 
The ESL program provides a Chris-
tian atmosphere where the Good 
News of Jesus Christ is shared dur-
ing times like Easter and the New 
Year.  
 
 Programs like the ESL class 
are vital to what The Lighthouse 

does, to provide essential ser-
vices to help our clients settle 
and integrate successfully into 
the Canadian culture and socie-
ty. For our clients, they found a 
convenient place to learn Eng-
lish that works well for their 
schedules, and have access to a 
strong community for emotion-
al and spiritual support. This is 
a well-established ministry 
through which The Lighthouse 
has built strong relationships 

resulting in changed lives. 
 
As a student intern at The 

Lighthouse, I had a great experi-
ence with the ESL program as part 
of the Chinese ministry. At first I 
thought I would help Rita out and 
be a conversational aid to the stu-
dents. Unexpectedly I was then 
asked to lead a class. Though I have 
not been trained to teach ESL, I felt 
that with my past experiences with 
peers from around the world as well 
as my time overseas, teaching ESL 
could be a natural fit for me.  
  
 I loved this challenge and 
opportunity because it allowed me 
to practice speaking in front of peo-
ple in a non-intimidating setting. 
This opportunity has also given me 
a chance to learn about the Chinese 
culture, as I was able to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year with the stu-
dents. I learned about different Chi-
nese foods while connecting with 
the students over an meal. Teaching 
ESL during my time at The Light-
house has been a rewarding experi-
ence.  

 One of my favourite memo-
ries of the ESL program happened 
in the third week of teaching. We 
were reading an informative piece 
about Valentine’s Day; I read the 
piece aloud and had the students 
underline the words that they were 
unsure of. I then had the students 
write out five sentences about Val-
entine’s Day in English. For some 
of the students this was a big chal-
lenge, but as a teacher, it was re-
warding to see them communicate 
successfully.  
 
 I was also thankful for my 
small class size, where I was able to 
give the students one-on-one help 
in sentence structure and grammar. 
While most students came to im-
prove their conversational level of 
English, some were keen to im-
prove their literacy skills. The small 
class size and one-on-one time al-
lowed me to understand the educa-
tional goals of the students and help 
the students in achieving their 
goals.          
      

  Continued on page 3... 

Fall 2016  

Upcoming Events 
 

October 1  
Ride for Refuge 

www.canada.rideforrefuge.org/
charity/thelighthouse 

 
November 5 

Annual Dinner & Silent Auction   
 

November 26  
Christmas Benefit Concert  
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The Lighthouse’s  
Annual Dinner and Silent Auction  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Saturday, November 5 at The Lighthouse will be 
hosting our Annual Dinner and Silent Auction at 
Toronto District Christian High School (377 Wood-
bridge Ave) in Woodbridge.   
 
We will enjoy a presentation from the Chinese min-
istry, and share a special farewell with our Chinese 
ministry coordinator, Rita Wong, as she retires after 
35 years of service.  
 
Beginning with refugee sponsorship from South 
East Asia in 1981, Rita Wong has served the Chi-
nese community faithfully by bringing a multitude 
of programs and services for newcomers to settle 
and build a new life in the Greater Toronto Area. As 
The Lighthouse’s first full-time staff, Rita has 
worked tirelessly with churches to help those in 
need.  Join us yourself or organize a table(s) from 
your church as we celebrate Rita and her work at 
The Lighthouse.  
 
Doors open at 5:30. Dinner and program at 6:30.  
Please contact Tiffany by November 3 at 416-535-
6262 or tiffany@lighthousecentre.ca.  Your reserva-
tion is your ticket.   
 
A donation request will be made at the dinner.  
Thank you for your support. 

Continued from page 1... 

 
 Since many of the Chinese students are seniors 
who have immigrated to Canada in recent years, they 
were quick to tell me that their memory “isn’t so good 
anymore and learning is difficult with age.” Though 
they have been out of formal education for a long time, 
I conveyed to them that eager minds are teachable 
minds, and as long as they are eager to learn they will 
acquire the 
skills they need 
to get around in 
an English 
speaking coun-
try regardless of 
age.  
 
 I also had the opportunity to meet with some of 
Rita’s students who have graduated from the classes 
and are using the English skills they developed in their 
day-to-day lives. Graduates have expressed that simple 
things like going shopping or taking the bus have be-
come much easier because their ESL classes. One stu-
dent who has been in Canada for about 15 years now, 
said he has been coming to ESL for the last 12 years. 
He keeps coming back because he has found communi-
ty here—he feels like he belongs, as he learns English 
with his friends.  
 
 The mission and vision of The Lighthouse is 
simple and is summarized in the short tagline: Helping 
People, Changing Lives. The ESL program in Scar-
borough accomplishes this by offering God’s love in an 
environment of respect and care.  
 
 When I started my internship one of the first 
tasks I was given was to write an introduction blurb 
about myself. I concluded an introduction about myself 
with 2 Corinthians 3:18. This verse has been a theme 
for my time with The Lighthouse. Reflecting on the 
work The Lighthouse and the Chinese ministry on a 
day-to-day basis, this verse is fitting to reflect on again 
in retrospect. It describes a present reality for Chris-
tians, who, by the Holy Spirit contemplate and stand in 
the presence of God’s glory. It is my prayer that The 
Lighthouse and the Chinese ministry may live this glo-
ry out in the everyday and may cause other hearts to 
realize the same glory may be theirs as well.  
 

“And we all, who with unveiled faces contemplate the 
Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who 
is Spirit.”  

– 2 Corinthians 3:18 

[The ESL program] is a well-
established ministry through 

which The Lighthouse has built 
strong relationships resulting in 

changed lives. 

The Lighthouse is looking for 
individuals interested in vol-
unteering on its Fundraising 
Committee. If you are inter-
ested and like a challenge, 
please contact Rob at 
rob@lightousecentre.ca or  
416-535-6262. 

mailto:tiffany@lighthousecentre.ca
mailto:rob@lightousecentre.ca
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Board of Directors 
 

Harley Dekker (Treasurer) 
Adrian Helleman 
Juan Rojo  
Jeanette Romkema (Chair) 
Fadi Sharaiha 
Marieke Vandekolk 
Roger Visser 
Daisy Wai 
 

Staff 
 

Rev. Rob Datema 
Executive Director   
 

Tracy Nguyen  
Vietnamese Assistant 
 

Tiffany Kwok  
Administration Coordinator 
 

Madeley Perez  
Hispanic Assistant 
   

Samia Saad  
Hispanic Program Coordinator 
 

Thuy Tran 
Vietnamese Program Coordinator 
 

Rita Wong 
Chinese Program Coordinator 
 
 

Helping People / Changing Lives 
Thank you for being partners with us in this ministry. 

 

 Yes, I would like to help with a donation of $ ________________________ 

□ Cheque enclosed 

□ Visa/MasterCard #______________ ______________ ______________ ______________      
      

     Expiry Date ___________________ 
 

 Name____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Address __________________________________________________________________ 
 

 City_________________________________ Postal Code_________________________ 
 

Other Ways to Help-Contact us for details 

□ PAR (PreAuthorized Remittance) 
□ Monthly Visa or MasterCard donation - makes it easy for you and for us 

□ Canada Helps on line at www.canadahelps.org 

□ Giving through Christian Stewardship Service 

□ United Way Payroll Deduction - just provide our CRA # and address 

□ Matched Corporate Giving - many companies match employee donations 
 

 
Receipts will be issued in the New Year.  Canada Revenue Agency #13036 3740 RR0001 

Please mail your contribution to: 
 

The Lighthouse  
1008 Bathurst Street 

Toronto ON  M5R 3G7 

Life is full of challenges. Recently I have been experienc-
ing this in my personal life. My day-to-day schedule has 
revolved around hospital visits to a family member, and 
suddenly the line between my personal and work life was 
blurred. These challenges have also brought on much anxi-
ety, stress and fatigue.  
 
So too, The Lighthouse is experiencing challenges.  
 
August and September are always months of great uncertainty. This is a time 
when funds are short and we pray fervently to find ways to pay our daily op-
erating and programing expenses. God remains close by and we are confident 
He will provide. However, we need you to help.  
 
Here are four things you can do: 

 
1. Donate today. Even if you are a regular  donor , your  special donation 

especially appreciated at this time of need. 
2. Encourage a friend to donate. What a blessing to be able to give. 
3. Sponsor a rider in the Ride for Refuge on October 1

st. This is an annu-
al event and your support can help ensure its success 
(canada.rideforrefuge.org/charity/thelighthouse). 

4. Join a Committee or Work Team. Presently we are looking for  mem-
bers for the Fundraising Committee and the 50th Anniversary Committee. 
Your creative ideas are needed.  

 
Call (416)535-6262 or email The Lighthouse at info@lighthousecentre.ca us 
today! Together, we are making a difference in the world.   

From Rob’s Desk 

mailto:info@lighthousecentre.ca

